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7 money-saving tips for family days out 
 

Family days out are a lot of fun and are a great way of building happy memories for your children, 

whether babies in arms, or hormone-fuelled teens. They can also be exhausting and expensive. As a 

mother of four children aged from four-years to eleven, I am well-practiced in the often military-style 

operations needed to get out and about, exploring places both new, and familiar. I am also very good 

at saving money on our days out, and am here to share my tips with you.  

Some of these tips may be old news, but at least you can take reassurance that you’re doing the same 

things as us family travel bloggers. Please feel free to visit me on social media (links at the bottom) 

and share your own tips. When compiling these tips, I’ve asked other well-known family bloggers for 

input as I love sharing knowledge in the aim of getting all of us a better deal. 

So here goes…… 

1 – Get there as cheaply as possible 

Paying for a day out isn’t all about the entrance price. Saving money on getting there is important too 

and leaves you money in your budget for more exciting things.  

The trick here is to sit down, look at all your options, and work out the cheapest method of travel.  

Going by car 

For car journeys, you need to include the cost of petrol, road tolls, and parking charges. Please do 

check the parking charges of each attraction – there are a surprising number of attractions that do 

charge for parking, which is annoying, especially when you’ve paid to get in already.  

You can get an approximate idea of your car’s petrol costs at http://www.theaa.com/driving/mileage-

calculator.jsp by entering the current price of petrol/diesel, and your car’s MPG. If you don’t know 

your vehicle’s MPG, you can generally find an approximation online. Google is your friend.  

If you have more than one adult in your travel group, a car will probably be your cheapest method of 

travel. 

Going by train 

For less people, or for longer journeys, or where parking is relatively expensive, such as into London, 

then the train might be a better option.  

Use http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ to look for tickets. Generally, travelling off-peak is cheaper than 

at peak hours. Off-peak trains are marked on the website, but times can vary between operators. As 

a rule, the earlier you book your ticket, the bigger the discount. It’s rare that you can get the very best 

deals if you leave booking your tickets close to the travel date. The cheapest tickets tend also to be 

non-transferrable and/or non-refundable, so take care when booking as you won’t get your money 

back if you need to swap or cancel.  

Rail discount cards are available if you plan to travel by train. It has even been known for you to get 

your money back in one journey!   

http://www.theaa.com/driving/mileage-calculator.jsp
http://www.theaa.com/driving/mileage-calculator.jsp
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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Blogger tip – 

Aly of Bug, Bird, and Bee says 

“If you travel regularly by train, buy an annual Friends and Family railcard.  

It'll save you up to a third off railway tickets” 

Don’t forget to factor in other expenses, such as the cost of getting to and from your local train station, 

and between the train station and your day out destination at the other end.  

For more local days out, there is also the option to take the bus, or to walk, or cycle. Just remember 

to factor in the time taken for getting there and back as this can take a huge chunk out of your day.  

Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action….. 

If you don’t have a car but know someone who does, would it be cheaper to pay 

for them to get in and get themselves a ‘free’ day out in return for their chauffeur 

services? In a lot of cases, an extra entrance ticket, or even two, can be cheaper 

for you than taking the train. 

  

http://www.bugbirdbee.co.uk/
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2 – Get tickets as cheaply as possible 

Never, ever pay for tickets on the door of any big (or small) attraction if you can help it. Buying tickets 

on the day on the gate is generally the most expensive option. 

A lot of attractions offer discounts if you buy your tickets online in advance. This is because it’s easier 

for an attraction to send out e-tickets than have to print them out, and it encourages you to buy from 

their site while you’re browsing and thinking about visiting. It also speeds things up at the gate on the 

day. 

There are lots of places you can get discount tickets from, both online and offline, so keep your eyes 

and ears open for discounts.  

Blogger tip – 

Andrea of All You Need is Love and Cake says 

“Check voucher websites before you go to see if there are any offers available.” 

Voucher websites share with you the best deals. Sometimes, you have to purchase your tickets 

through them in an affiliate arrangement (where the website gets a cut of the price), or they just give 

you codes you can input into the attraction’s website to apply a discount. Deals can change all the 

time so check back regularly.  

Money saving websites you can check  

 MoneySavingExpert 

 VoucherCodes.co.uk 

 MyVoucherCodes.co.uk 

There are also websites which carry special offers on travel and attractions – take care as some 

attraction tickets can be more expensive than buying through the attraction’s own website. Always 

do your research before committing to purchase.  

 Visit Britain 

 AttractionTix 

You can use group buying websites to get cut-price deals. While the bigger attractions don’t generally 

sell through these sites, you can find smaller attractions on there, and may even find somewhere to 

go that you hadn’t even considered. We have had fantastic days out to places such as Filey Bird Garden 

and Bridlington Animal Park using half-price deals on group buying sites 

The most popular are 

 Groupon 

 LivingSocial 

If you’re planning on travelling by train, then check out Days Out Guide. You can get 2 for 1 tickets 

for certain attractions if you present your train tickets. You have to print out the offer before you set 

http://allyouneedisloveandcake.co.uk/
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/deals/cheap-days-out
http://www.vouchercodes.co.uk/
http://www.myvouchercodes.co.uk/
http://www.visitbritain.com/
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?mid=1356&id=163626
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?mid=2891&id=163626
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?mid=3925&id=163626
http://www.daysoutguide.co.uk/
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off, so plan ahead. Attractions in London include London Zoo, Madame Tussauds, and the London 

Dungeon, and there are similar deals in all parts of the UK. 

Offline sources 

Deals can also be found away from the internet.  

Products 

Look out for products that have discount coupons on the packets. Products such as Kellogg’s cereals 

often run vouchers for free child tickets, or half-price tickets for large attractions like Alton Towers. 

The cost of a box of cornflakes is worth it even if just to get the coupon. Take care to check restrictions 

and expiry dates.  

Magazines 

Look out for free local magazines. Those aimed at parents often have coupons inside.  

Newspapers 

Local newspapers often do coupons for regional attractions. Sometimes you will have to save a series 

of coupons over a few issues, but usually the cost of the newspapers are far outweighed by the saving 

at the attraction. National newspapers also run similar offers. 

Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action….. 

If the newspaper deal involves collecting codes rather than coupons, the codes 

are sometimes shared online in forums, so you may not even have to buy the 

newspaper yourself. Do a quick search to see if you can find them! 

Tesco Clubcard 

If you shop at Tesco then you can exchange your Clubcard points for days out vouchers. £1 of Clubcard 

vouchers can buy you £3 - £4 of attraction vouchers. Have a look through their catalogue for 

participating attractions, and to follow the instructions of how to claim your tickets. These will have 

an expiry date and also take a few days to come through, so plan ahead. You can accumulate Clubcard 

points by shopping at Tesco in-store or online, or by using their credit card. You can accrue a lot of 

points if you’re a big credit card spender, though of course I wouldn’t recommend taking credit out if 

you can’t afford to pay it back at the end of the month. If you can, then a Tesco credit card is worth 

investigating. 

Local discounts 

Some bigger attractions, such as Lightwater Valley in Yorkshire, run ‘local’ discount days where they 

give reduced entry to people who live in specific, local postcode areas. Sign up for their newsletter to 

get details of these special days. You usually have to provide proof of address on the door, such as a 

utility bill or driving licence.  
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3 – Think big 

One discount that most attractions are willing to give is one for large groups. 

Blogger Tip 

Sarah of Boo, Roo, and Tigger too says 

“Many places offer discount for groups so see if friends and family would like to 

visit as well and take advantage of a cheaper rate” 

If there’s somewhere you really want to go, and 

you know others who do too, then get together 

and make a group to claim a discount. Whether it’s 

with extended family or the other parents from 

playgroup, attractions are willing to give a reduced 

ticket price to larger groups to encourage more 

people through the doors. This will mean 

someone having to organise everyone, collect 

deposits, and co-ordinate arrivals. You will also 

have to check large group restrictions, and you’ll 

almost certainly have to book in advance.  

‘Large groups’ can mean anything from as few as 

ten people. Check out each attraction’s website 

for more information. 

There are some good savings to be had if you’re 

prepared to make the effort on co-ordinating a 

group. Longleat Safari and Adventure Park, for 

example, give a discount of over 20% per person if 

they come as part of an organised group. Some 

places also give a free ticket to the co-ordinator, 

subject to minimum numbers. If you have a large 

family, it’s always worth asking how many people 

you need to qualify for a group rate.  

Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action….. 

Pick up the phone and speak to the attraction directly. If you’re taking a group, 

particularly during off-peak hours such as weekdays term-time, some places do 

ridiculously cheap group deals. It never hurts to ask! 

 

http://www.boorooandtiggertoo.com/
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4 – Spend to save 

I know, right? Spending more money to save money is counter-intuitive, but if you plan ahead, 

spending money now can save you money in the future. Much like the railcard example previously, 

buying something which will save you more money later makes sense, but only if you’re going to be 

in a position to take advantage. It’s no good buying a railcard if you’re not going to use it enough to 

justify buying it – although it’s not uncommon to get your money back after a single journey. Again, 

this is where you need to sit down and do some calculations.  

Blogger tip 

Nikki of Stressy Mummy says….. 

“If there is somewhere fairly local that you visit regularly invest in a year pass as 

that can save you loads and it means you can also go for a couple of hours and 

not feel guilty about the cost.” 

I totally agree with Nikki on this one. An annual pass for a local attraction can save oodles of cash. At 

our local aquarium, an annual pass costs the same as a day-pass, as long as you take some ID and 

passport photos along with you. Even if you come back only once in that time, your entry has cost you 

the price of the photos, which will probably be a fair bit less than an entrance ticket.  

When deciding if an annual pass is right for you, work out the difference between the annual pass and 

the cost of a standard entry. Calculate how many visits you’d need to make to ‘break even’, and then 

think about how many times you’d actually want to come back in a year.  

Attraction groups such as Merlin do a pass which entitles you to free entry into a range of their 

attractions, including Madame Tussauds, Alton Towers, and Legoland Windsor. It’s surprisingly good 

value, as long as you find the time to use it, but check restrictions with dates as they can apply, 

especially with newer attractions. 

Blogger tip 

Jennifer of Jennifer’s Little World says….. 

“Look at upgrading your annual passes if a premium card includes extras such as 

car parking. The upgrade could cost less than the extras. Don’t forget – you only 

have to upgrade one of your family’s passes to get free car parking, not 

everyone’s!” 

Annual passes are a fantastic idea for Christmas and birthday presents from family and friends. If 

you’re sick of the usual tat clogging up your home, a pass to help you save money on family days out 

is a winner! 

http://www.stressymummy.com/
http://www.jenniferslittleworld.com/
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Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action….. 

When paying for tickets on the door, ask if they do an annual pass deal. Some 

places don’t promote them very well, and it never hurts to ask. 

5 – Food and drink 

So once you’ve got yourselves there, and got yourselves in to the attraction, then that’s job done, 

right? Wrong. There are lots of ways in which an attraction can squeeze more cash from you, and 

some places are extraordinarily good at this. 

The first area for extra spending is on food and drink.  

Blogger tip 

Penny of Being Mrs C says….. 

“Take a picnic and snacks so you don't need to buy at inflated prices” 

Food and drink concessions inside attractions can be hugely profitable for the attraction. With a 

captive audience and little in the way of competition, attraction eateries can pretty much charge what 

they want, and a lot of them do. 

Whilst I don’t mind paying for nice meals and snacks while I’m out and about with my family, the 

quality of ‘theme park food’ does in no way justify the inflated prices, and with four children to buy 

for, it soon adds up to a very expensive, low-quality meal.  

We try to take as much food and drink with us as possible. We always take at least a drink each and a 

piece of fruit. Whilst I don’t like taking too many fresh items such as sandwiches and salads which 

won’t necessarily stay fresh until lunchtime, I do try and take things like crisps and biscuits so that I’m 

at least limiting what we spend on snacks, and if we can’t find somewhere nice and not-too-expensive 

to eat, it’s not a disaster.  

Some attractions have a no-picnic policy, which is rubbish. I avoid those places if at all possible. It 

usually means the eateries are even more overpriced. Check with the attraction to see if picnics are 

ok, and look at reviews to check out outdoor and indoor picnic facilities.  

Investing in a cool bag, or re-usable drinks bag dispenser is a great idea. I don’t like cool boxes as I end 

up having to carry them around with me, and they’re heavy even once empty, but the bags at least 

get lighter the more you consume. You can ask for a pass-out to go back to your car and drop your 

picnic things off at most places.  

 

 

 

http://beingmrsc.com/
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Blogger tip 

Cass of The Diary of a Frugal Family says….. 

“Often theme parks sell refillable drinks bottles which might seem expensive at 

£6-ish but they're brilliant value - especially if you share. Saves you carrying loads 

of drinks too.” 

http://www.frugalfamily.co.uk/
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Cass is using the philosophy of spending to save – buying an expensive drink up front, but saving 

money later in the day. If you were to buy a £6 drinks deal, how many drinks would you need to 

consume before you got your money back? Three maybe? If you’re at a theme park all day, three 

drinks is perfectly reasonable. Seems like a great tip to me. 

Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action 

Have a look at voucher code websites, and group buying sites for food and drink 

offers. You might not be able to get cheap ticket deals, but you can sometimes 

find discounts for a specific attraction eatery. You can often also get discounts at 

eateries if you are an annual pass holder. 

6 – Limit the extras 

So once you’re there, you’re in, and you’re fed and watered, that’s it right? Wrong.  

There are plenty of ways for you to be parted from your cash – the main two ways being photos and 

the gift shop.  

Pester power really is powerful and no-one wants to upset their child on a family day out meant to be 

fun. Maybe it would be easier if the attractions didn’t make you exit through the photo studio or gift 

shop, but I’ve found that around half of the attractions we’ve been to, force you through one or the 

other at some point. The bigger attractions are the worst offenders in my opinion.  

Even if the gift shop is ‘stand-alone’, the old trick of telling your children it’s closed does not work if 

they can see people coming and going.  

Blogger tip 

Liz of Wanna says 

“Agree with the children before you go out, as to what will and will not be 

bought in the gift shops at the end of your day out. This saves all sorts of 

arguments and tantrums. It also ensures that people are satisfied with a pencil or 

keyring.” 

I totally agree that agreeing in advance what will and will not be bought saves a lot of stress, and 

money. Agreeing that each child can have one ride photo each, or can have a limited amount to spend 

in the gift shop means that you will save money, and your child is learning the principles of budgeting.  

The spend to save principle works here too - If you like getting ride photos, you can sometimes buy a 

photo pack deal, which works out cheaper per photo. It also means you can limit your children to 

‘only’ four photos for example, and ‘once they’ve gone, they’re gone!’ 

http://www.wanna-mobile.com/blog/
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Kids Days Out Reviews rebel action 

Always keep a bag in the car with spare items of clothing for everyone. If you get 

a piece of clothing dirty, or worse, it will save you having to buy 

overpriced clothing items in the gift shop. 

 There’s only so many £20 giraffe T-shirts a girl needs! 
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7 – Get the freebies while you can 

It goes without saying that if you can get a day out for free, then do so. In the long school holidays for 

example, if you can keep your children entertained for free some days, then you have more money to 

spend on more expensive days out. 

Blogger Tip 

Erin of Yorkshire Tots says……. 

“Be on the lookout for great free events put on by your local council and 

libraries. The events aren't always well advertised, so check your local council 

website as well as Facebook pages of local museums and libraries, or sign up to 

get event information sent directly to you by the council.” 

There are some wonderful places which provide free activities for your children both term-time and 

holiday time. Sometimes there is a small charge for extras like crafts, face-painting, and balloons.  

Look out for free days out at 

 Local shopping centres 

 Council-run museums and libraries 

 Open days at local businesses, such as day nurseries 

 Free activities at family-friendly businesses, such as garden centres 

How good the event will be can be unknown, especially if it’s the first time a business has done an 

open day for example, but we’ve also found some fantastic entertainment just by turning up and 

‘seeing’. I’ve found that my children have enjoyed most things we’ve done even if us adults think it 

was all a bit naff.  

There are also some amazing museums which are completely free of charge, and these are as good 

as, if not better than some of the paid attractions we’ve visited. Some of the best are…. 

 The Science Museum, London 

 The Natural History Museum, London 

 The Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI), Manchester 

 The National Railway Museum, York 

 The Royal Armouries, Leeds 

 The National Media Museum, Bradford 

There are lots of places owned and managed by The National Trust or English Heritage. Some places 

are free entry, with the only charges being for car parking. Other places are free to National Trust or 

English Heritage members. Annual membership can be great value, and again, is a fantastic gift idea.  

 

 

http://yorkshiretots.com/
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Make your budget stretch further 

So there you are, seven areas where you can save money on family days out. Are you doing as much 

as you can to make your days out budget stretch further? 

What advice would you give to other families? Come and share your tip on our Facebook page at 

www.Facebook.com/kidsdaysoutreviewsblog 

Please visit our blog Kids Days Out Reviews 

Follow us on Twitter 

Find us on Facebook 

Pin us on Pinterest 

Follow us on Instagram 

Watch us on You Tube 
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